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Statement on Establishing the Klamath River Basin Federal Working 
Group 
March 1, 2002 

A prolonged drought and complex Fed-
eral and State legal issues have made for 
difficult times in the Klamath River Basin. 
Today I am establishing the Klamath River 
Basin Federal Working Group to address 
concerns raised by farmers, ranchers, fish-
ermen, tribes, and others affected by these 
difficult conditions. I have directed Sec-
retary Norton, Secretary Veneman, Sec-
retary Evans, and CEQ Chairman 
Connaughton to advise me of the imme-

diate and long-term actions necessary to en-
hance water quality and quantity and to 
address the other complex economic and 
natural resource issues in the Klamath 
River Basin. I have directed the Working 
Group to begin their efforts immediately. 
I want to thank Senator Gordon Smith and 
Congressman Greg Walden for their com-
mitment to working together to find a last-
ing solution that meets the needs of the 
Klamath River Basin. 

Memorandum on the Klamath River Basin Federal Working Group 
March 1, 2002 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the 
Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the 
Secretary of Commerce, the Chairman of 
the Council on Environmental Quality 

Subject: Klamath River Basin Federal 
Working Group 

The 2001 drought in the Klamath River 
Basin in Oregon and California, along with 
Federal legal requirements regarding water 
use, resulted in a scarcity of water available 
both for agricultural use and for mainte-
nance of water levels necessary to sustain 
threatened and endangered fish populations 
in the Klamath River Basin. Last year, the 
reduction in water available for irrigation 
caused severe economic consequences in 
the Basin. Ensuring that the farming com-
munity has access to sufficient water supply 
while complying with Federal environ-
mental laws and respecting Tribal trust ob-
ligations will involve complex economic and 
legal issues that call for the immediate at-
tention of Cabinet-level officials and others. 
Accordingly, I direct as follows: 

1. Establishment. There is hereby estab-
lished the Klamath River Basin Federal 
Working Group, which shall consist of the 
following officers of the Federal Govern-
ment or other such officers designated by 
them: the Secretary of the Interior, who 
shall serve as Chair; the Secretary of Agri-
culture; the Secretary of Commerce; and 
the Chairman of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality. Any designee named by a 
member of the group shall be a full-time 
or permanent part-time officer or employee 
of the Federal Government. The Secretary 
of the Interior may invite the participation 
of other Federal officials as appropriate and 
shall preside at meetings of the Klamath 
River Basin Federal Working Group and 
shall direct its work. 

2. Mission. The Klamath River Basin 
Federal Working Group shall advise the 
President on immediate steps and long- 
term solutions to enhance water quality and 
quantity and to address other complex 
issues in the Klamath River Basin. In for-
mulating this advice, the Klamath River 
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Basin Federal Working Group or its mem-
bers are encouraged to seek input from 
stakeholders, including members of the 
farming and fishing communities; residents 
of the Basin; representatives of conserva-
tion, environmental, and water use organi-
zations, and existing coordinating entities; 
the States of Oregon and California; local 
governments; and representatives of Klam-
ath River Basin Tribal governments. 

3. Funding. The Department of the Inte-
rior shall, to the extent permitted by law 
and consistent with the need for funding 
as determined by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, make funds appropriated to the De-

partment of the Interior available to sup-
port the administrative costs of the Klamath 
River Basin Federal Working Group. 

4. Authority. Advice is requested from 
the Klamath River Basin Federal Working 
Group pursuant to the Opinions Clause of 
Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution 
and other applicable constitutional authori-
ties of the President. 

5. Termination. The Klamath River Basin 
Federal Working Group shall terminate 18 
months from the date of this memorandum, 
or at my direction, whichever occurs ear-
lier. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 2, 2002 

Good morning. This coming week I will 
be highlighting measures to help America’s 
public schools carry out the education re-
forms we enacted in Washington earlier 
this year. Our education reforms require 
accountability and results and give schools 
greater resources to achieve them. 

Parents will have more information about 
the performance of their local schools and 
more say in how their children are edu-
cated. The No Child Left Behind Act is 
historic, ushering in a new era of account-
ability and education, but a lot of hard 
work is still ahead. 

The effectiveness of all education reform 
eventually comes down to a good teacher 
in a classroom. And America’s teachers are 
eager to put higher standards into action, 
and we must give them the tools to suc-
ceed. My administration has set a great goal 
for our public schools, a quality teacher 
in every classroom. 

We can achieve this in two ways, by at-
tracting capable men and women into the 
teaching profession, and providing teachers 
the training and support they deserve. Over 
the next decade, America will need more 

than 2 million new teachers. The budget 
I have signed into law for 2002 includes 
nearly $3 billion for teacher training, re-
cruiting, and hiring, an increase of more 
than 35 percent over the last year’s budget. 

We proposed to expand programs that 
recruit new math, science, and special edu-
cation teachers by forgiving part of their 
college loans in exchange for a commitment 
to teach in poor neighborhoods for at least 
5 years. We should open up the teaching 
profession, allowing people who have 
achieved in other fields, including veterans 
and parents with grown children, to share 
their learning and experience. And we must 
upgrade the teaching colleges, where many 
teachers receive their training, the topic of 
a conference that will be hosted by our 
First Lady on Tuesday. 

Today, only 36 percent of teachers, 
themselves, say they feel very well prepared 
for their jobs, so we’ll focus on teacher 
training efforts where the need is greatest, 
in early childhood education, special edu-
cation, math, science, and reading instruc-
tion. Through my administration’s Reading 
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